If X is an almost complex manifold, with an almost complex structure J of class C a, for some a>0, then for every point pEX and every tangent vector V at p, there exists a germ of J-holomorphic discs through p with this prescribed tangent vector. This existence result goes back to [NW] The example is very explicit and very simple to describe. See Part II. We refer the reader unfamiliar with the above notions to [IR]. For the proof of the failure of upper semi-continuity we shall need the following result.
Theorem 1. There exists an almost complex structure J of class C 1/2 on the unit bidisc D2CC 2, such that the Kobayashi-Royden pseudo-norm is not an upper semi-continuous function on the tangent bundle.
The example is very explicit and very simple to describe. See Part II. We refer the reader unfamiliar with the above notions to [IR] . For the proof of the failure of upper semi-continuity we shall need the following result.
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Theorem 2. For any continuous (complex-valued) 1 (if 9(0)<0). solution g with g(0)r satisfies 9(1)> 88 (if g(0)>0), or g(-1)<-~ However, the equation has small nonzero solutions that are identically 0 on large subintervals of [-1, +1] .
Part I
The crucial step for proving Theorem 2 is the following lemma. Proof. In the proof differentiation will be denoted by lower indices.
The smoothness of h follows from standard elliptic bootstrapping. Since the question is purely local, we can assume that w is simply connected. Set g=h 1/2 (a determination of the square root of h). The hypothesis hz= Ihl 1/2, is equivalent to (hU2)~= 89 (~/h)U4. It can then be restated:
Set g(z)=pe ~(z), with O>0 and ~ real-valued. The conclusion to be reached is
One has ge=g:i~+i~zQei: and (9/g)l/2=e-i: Hence (1) Now, differentiate (3) with respect to x and (3') with respect to y and add up. One gets
Equations (4) and (5) From (6) and (7) we have 
Proof of the claim. To say that a map z~-~Z(z)=(Zl(z), Z2(z)) from Dr to Yt is J-holomorphic, means that (z) =J(Z(z))~x (Z ).
It immediately gives us that Z1 must be a holomorphic function of z. By the (3) Interestingly, there is another situation somewhat comparable to the situation in this paper, and to which L. Lempert drew the attention of one of us a few years ago. In [CR] there is a very simple construction of holomorphic discs, depending on a parameter, simply using the implicit function theorem, in complex dimension 2. Lempert pointed out that, in higher dimensions, one could still prove the existence of similar discs, by applying the Schauder fixed point theorem. But it did not give the dependence on parameters as needed in Kontinuit/itsatz arguments. It could not, due to the failure of the Hartogs-Chirka theorem in complex dimension greater than 2 ( [Ro] ). For J-holomorphic curves, proving the existence of curves with prescribed tangent can be done with the implicit function theorem if J is of class g 1,~. But for C a regularity of J, the proof as in [NW] uses the Schauder fixed point theorem. The non-upper semi-continuity of the Kobayashi Royden pseudonorm comes from the impossibility of small perturbations.
